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husband, scared of their reaction.®
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Look, husbands then did not have anything else to do. No education,
no jobs, even food they had to beg for. Their male ego gave them some
sense of identity, “I am a man, I am superior to women, I am
somebody”. If the whole village tortures us, we will torture our
women. Fathers used to teach their sons to treat their wives as

footwear.?
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| Want to Destroy Myself is Malika’s swearing, angry account of her
life with Dhasal. The unvarnished story of a marriage, and of a woman
and a writer seeking her space in a man’s world, it is also a portrait of

Bombay of poets, activists, prostitutes and fighters.>
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deeply. Far more than a child, I needed a husband, a companion in

those days. Namdeo had no enthusiasm for family life.>*
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