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BACHELOR OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2024
( 1st Year, 1st Semester )

HISTORY (Major)

PAPER : TH/11/101

History of Early India (1500 BCE to Second
Century BCE)

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Attempt three questions, taking at least one from each Group.
All questions carry equal marks.

GROUP—A

1. Fromthe Rig Vedic period to the Later Vedic period, as stated
in the Vedic texts what changes do you observe in the socio-
economic and political lives of the Vedic people? 10

2. Examine the state and government of the Licchavis. 10

3. Do you think that the imagery of the ‘Lone monk’ in the
earliest layers of the Pali Buddhist texts has a specific
significance? How did the Buddhist order try to regulate the
relationship between the monastic community and the lay
supporters by adopting a particular form of social philosophy
in a later phase? 3+7=10
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GROUP—B
4. Explain how Ashoka used religion as a tool of political
expansion. 10
5. Describe the artistic features of the Mauryan pillar capitals.
Do you find any foreign influence in it? 6+4=10
6. Analyse the picture of the Tamil society as gleaned from the
early Sangam literary sources. 10
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