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“The Muslims were great historiographers. They have
left valuable chronicles which have helped us to reconstruct
a history of the events of which they were eye witnesses.
They were not historians in the modern sense, concerned
with the sequence of cause and effect. They did not arrange
their material systematically nor did they critically examine
the facts. They were chroniclers who recorded what they
saw and heard without caring much for the authenticity of
the information obtrained by them. ................... Care has to be
taken in studying them and the scholar will have to train
himself to be able to separate the grain from the chaff. Most
of these chronicles are available in English translations

(some in Hindi and other languages too) and the students

must use them in studying mediaeval history.’~~<
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'They are exclusively Vaisnavite, and their songs
either celebrate the amours of Krishna or the holiness of
Chaitanya. They are stillsung by bands of Bairagis and are
popularly known under the name of Kirttan. Their number
is immense. The present writer has in his possession a
collection which contains more than three thousand of
these songs, and he believes that there are other collections
equally voluminous. The music to which they are set is
peculiar, and is not ordinarily under stood even by the

professional musicians of Bengal.........cccueneenee Many of there

songs are probably very modern’.”
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'‘Mukundaram Chakravartti - Kabi Kankan - Though he
followed no Sanskrit Original, belongs to the same school,
and deservedly enjoys an higher reputation than either
krittibas or Kasidas. Many passages of his book are
touchingly beautiful, but we cannot afford space for
extracts. The language of these poets shows no traces of
Hindi : but it is still very different from modern Bengali. In
poetic power they are decidedly inferior to the best of the
Vaisnava poets.'m
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'He is the father of modern Bengali. His Versification,

too, is very good, and it is the model followed by many

distin guished poets of the present day, ..............
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'‘After writing the Charitamrita he gave it to Jiva
Gosvami to see it, and the Gosvami, who thought that if this
book in Bengali were published the Sanskrit works written
by his uncles Rup and Sanatan and by himself would not be
studied, locked the book up and did not return it to the
kaviraj. But a pupil of the kaviraj clandestinely prepared a
copy of the work, which enabled it to be published in spite
of the Gosvami's exertions to suppress it. We learn this
incident from the Vivartavilas by a pupil of the kaviraj who

does not reveal his name .......oovevvevvnne. e

@9 eE @ g 9N A9 oS AR SiEere
AR, O W TERERY ‘N ofesfuer | TeTe 2Him *iEe @3
EHIBrog 22 «2 2B T @ DAl “iea I

'‘Narettama's songs are well known. Thay are, though
not entirely, but certainly in a great measure, free from
Maithilism. But his greatest work is a short metrical treatise
on Bhakti entitled Prembhakti Chandrika, which is
regarded as the quintessence of a lac of works. It expresses
high sentiments and teaches noble precepts within the
shortest possible compass, and many of its verses have

become house -hold sayings with us.">**
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'The work is a mine of information about the
Chaitanya religion. To a historical student the
Bhaktiratnakar will always repay a careful perusal. It gives
the topography of Navadvipa and Brindavan as exact as the
topography of Gaya, Kapilavastu and Kushinagar given by
Hiouen Thsang, noting down every place connected with
events in the life of Krishna and Chaitanya. There are
topographies of holy places to be found every where in the
world. ............ There descriptions however are exceedingly
dry reading. But it is a pleasure to go through the
topography given by Narahari. It is like a picture drawn
with consummate art which with the help of proper light
and shade appears truly life-like'.>™
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'His first work is Bhagavat Sara a metrical work of

considerable length giving the substance of the
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Srimadbhagavata as explained in the Vaishnava works. The
language is simpler and more businesslike than that of
Narahari. His second work is Durga Mahatmya or Chandi. It
describes the origin and spread of the worship of Mangal
Chandi. It is the same story which has been related by the
great Mukundaram Chakravarti with so much power in
what is known as kavi kankan Chandi.'***

5O MR I MEBH-YFVEIER 77, [ Aiwifer 1 Twpre
ORI, SREM AR, O 2T TN SRERC IS TEre, IERIRE
a% 0] RS AR N T WP = IS o e
ATHOT eFQ SR, ©Je @3 O ofe] ZHHIm =F T @WE AER

FEARA O SR SPHH] AT ORACS PRI TFa Rl 2o

ANCIENT BENGALI LITERATURE
UNDER MUHAMMADAN PATRONAGE

'‘Ancient Bengali Literature Under Muhammadan
patronage' INE ZRFL W58 ROHE WoF W AIMO© =7,
(Proceedings, Asiatic Society of Bengal) ™’ 2% <=y [E
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'a Muhammadan General of Husain Shah undertook to
have it translated under his own patronage. His name was
Paragol Kkhan. ... He employed a native bard
Paramecvar, who was dignified with the title of Kavindra.
The Mahabharat that was translated was Jaimini's and not
Vaisampayana's. ... It is curious that the Jaimini
Bharata is not to be found in its entirely in Sanskrit. The
only parva, that is extant, is the Acvamedha Parva. But the
Bengali version contains the whole of the Jaimini Bharata
................... Paragol's son, Chuti Khan, had ordered Crikar
Nandi, another poet, to give a full account of the wars
described in that Parva ................ Chuti Khan was as great a
patron of Bengali literature as his father .......couueee. wrote

the Acvamedha Parva, under the patronage of Chuti Khan,
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was Crikar Nandi or Crikaran Nandi. He treats his work as a
supplement to the greater work of Kavindra Paramesvara.
The language of the work is very good Bengali'.”™*
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Notices Of Sanskrit MSS, Vol. (Xi)

'Notices of Sanskrit Mss' «FF b 2Fo7CF e
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PREBCS @ T e 4% 8 AR MRCw TEd IEE, PR
ool - fempl PPeg @3 seeiseer, Dvija Vamci Das -@3 “Seir,
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............... Bengali literature at its earliest stage, that is in

the 14th and 15th centuries, was confined to the lower
orders of people and to the aboriginal deities, -Manasa,
Mangal Chandi and Dharma.

That during the 15th century the higher class of
Hindus took to writing Bengali for the purpose of

propagating their own faith.
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That the Saiyad Dynasty patronized Vernacular
literature as a means of conciliating Hindus of all classes.

That by the middle of the 16th century the followers
of Chaitanya made the Vernacular the principal medium of
preaching their religion, and wrote a very large number of
works in Bengali.

With the decline of the activity of Chaitanya's
followers, the Brahmanists took up the Vernacular, and
during the whole of the last century wrote a very large

number of excellent works.'**®

BENGALI BUDDHIST LITERATURE

‘Bengali Buddhist Literature’ 9% 2&H s»3q R,
'The Calcutta Review' “fasR #Zaf® =31 o4& ©F02
ARTES TR -

'"The discovery of a Bengali Buddhist Literature is an
event of some importance in Literary History. The interest
of the discovery is enhanced by the fact that the literature is
one thousand years or more old and that it may lead to a

further discovery of a more ancient Literature of the same

kind."**
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'One that the songs have been modernized by those
who sing them and that the epic which hasbeen recently
discovered in an old script has not yet undergone the
process of Modernization. The other explanation is that
there were two Chandidasas, one older and the other
younger. Whichever explanation is found correct in the

long run it would not be very wrong if Krishna Kirtan is

R
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placed in the middle of the 14t century and thus if the
beginning of the Vaisnab Literature in Bengali be placed

about that time.">*
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'They appealed to Dharmaraja, their god, who is the
Second Member of the Buddhist traid, namely, Dharma
which in later Buddhism meant the Stupa. He assumed the
form of a Musalman with a black cap on his head. His
associates such as Siva and Visnu, Durga and others,
assumed the forms of Musalman saints. Siva became Adam,
and Durga become Eve and so they assailed the Brahmans
and broke their power. The passage is a significant one. It
shows how the Buddhists and Musalmans united against
the Brahmans and how Muhammadans absorbed a good

deal of the Buddhist population in Bengal. The story given
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in the Dharma Mangal goes back to the time of the rise of
the palas in Bengal. But the originator of the Cult by his
own admission seems to have flourished after the
Musalman conquest of Bengal, how long after, cannot be
said.'>*
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'One fine morning, on a plamleaf manuscript in the
early 12th century Bengali script, of a collection of Bengali
songs with Sanskrit commentary attached. About the date
of the script he had no doubt. It was Bengali on the face of
it, much older Bengali handwriting. ... The songs
belong to 20 different authors, whose signatures are
invariably attached to the last lines of their songs. The
authors therefore must belong to the 10th century at least,
and all this afforded food to his thought, reflection and

study for several years.
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The songs belong to 20 different authors, all called
Siddhacharyyas. Of these again Lui is called the Adi
Siddhacharyya, the first Siddhacharyya. Darik, another
Siddhacharyya, says that it is through the grace of Lui that
he has attained the twelfth stage of progress and has now
become fully equal to Buddha. Darik seems therefore to be
an immediate disciple of Lui. Krishnacharyya was
Siddhacharyya. From his language he appears to have been
a Bengali..............

Professor Bendall thought that they were written in
Prakrit or Buddhist Prakrit. These words Prakrit and
Apabhransa are used very loosely. The Bengali, even the
modern Bengalj, is often called by our old class Pandits, as
Prakrit. .............. so these words are often used in a loose and
unscientific way. The scientific way of dealing with
Sanskritic languages would be to name them after the
district and the century. ............ So these songs should be
described as written in the dialect of Western Bengal in the
10th and 11th centuries. Sometime one song may be tinged
with the idiom of the dialect of that particular follower of
Lui who wrote it. ....ccooveeveneene.

Professor Bendall calls them Prakrit, in another he

calls them Buddhist Prakrit, in another he calls them
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Apabhransa. He found that they do not conform to the rules
of Prakrit grammar and so he qualifies the expression by
adding Buddhist to it. But as yet no work in Buddhist
Prakrit is Known. ..............

The comparisons are drawn from natural objects such
as lotus, mountains, rivers, etc, but what strikes one as
peculiar is the oft -repeated simile with boats and their
constituent parts, the oars, helms, ropes. pegs, and so on.
Another fruitful source of comparison is the milking of
cows. The authors seem to have been substantial boatmen,
cowherds and men in a similar position.

These songs do not seen to be the first of their kind in
Bengal.. .........

The guru imparts this knowledge in a language which
they call Sandhyabhasa, or twilight language, the use of
which is sanctioned by Buddha himself in Mahayana -
Sutras. ........... It has brought together the two great Buddhist
ideas of Sunyata and Karuna and made them harmonize
with each other and it has produced that attractive doctrine
of union or monism before which pales the Advaita
doctrine of Samkara'.>®’
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‘Narrate briefly in simple Bengali Prose the Principal

incidents of the life of Gouranga as depicted in your text’ .
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THE LITERATURE OF BENGAL
oy wed The Literature Of Bengal s Imwiba

Revised Edition 29 = <@Ra s»ae RS WHAIHA
‘Preface’ o™ 4331 SR -

‘ABOUT twenty years ago, | Published in a local magazine a
series of biographical and critical essays on Bengali writers,
and they were published in a collected form under the
disguise of a nom de plume in 1877. The publication did not
recive much attention at the time ............. I have accordingly
virtually rewritten most portions of the book, including the
first five chapters as well as the last eight chapters, and I

have added two new chapters on the schools of logic and

law at Nabadwip."r8
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BABEE ATBIR Sprve - 7 AEFA TG FoF o e
FCACRAI AL SO A O G TH F{F SO TR @< G
R QG OF 8 O SEHES T 2P AT TR -

“The different Prakrits have been modified into the
different spoken dialects of modern India. It is probable
that the Maharashtri and Sauraseni have been modified
into the modern Hindi, and that the Magadhi Prakrit has
been modified into the modern Bengali. Hindi received

literary recognition in the twelfth century after - Christ, the
Bengali in the fourteenth centulry.’MZ
‘Professor Max Muller holds that India had no written

alphabet before the fifth century B.C., and that the Indian
alphabet was then borrowed form the west.””"
faSE W FR TR TS EDAN A PO WA IR
SOMPT TS SO A1 G2 SEIIES FINFe S wTwpeli|
‘EARLY BENGALI LYRIC POETRY -CHANDIDAS.

Fourteenth Century.’qu
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‘Bidyapati, The earliest poet of Behar.”
T TEgw AR Koo feor ftem 3R we afee
IS, AFIE IS GIR Feoryr T e W, ©iR ol [
e e Mg wme g 1 [iiger owe o ey @i
e A T 29 T 1 R e fides oie @92 Sl
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RAPfen SEHAl ALHE! TS TOMIGTE S5l P RETe
Al TBIR AITS RS M N W TP AN A
GO ST (Tl TR W21 APere 77, Resaeere 71 Rwpifs
8 SOMIGHE QeI ST T TS -

'Chandidas is cloying, and sometimes monotonous,
Bidyapati is often artificial in his images ideas."™

FAOE 8 POMGE A AT W@ W e AbiN

594 S B IR TROFS @[ FRN WEH ST G2
O TOER v O[T TR IR IR @] S P -

‘KASIRAM DAS AND HIS MAHABHARATA.

Fifteenth Century.’ho
FR-RETEFE 98 SN P AR I ACE RSO
S@mE a%?E, 'First great and national literary work in
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Bengali language.” - @2 Sfoum SfofRs TEEAI 4TI WA FE
@ RN AR TSRS @M SRPRd TR FEPT S el
I 2E TEREEI G S @3 T6 €F NS T @ FeAm
IR O 2ANNS FECR

T RFO QOO EH W IAGT SHTS TS
WY G YW TR NI oF SRmm owon YU 92
HRR g AT AT ey vl =i

e giving an account of Dushyanta's hunt in thirty -

one couplets, has been reduced to eight couplets by
Kasiram. Section LXX, describing King Dushyanta's entry
into Kanva's forest in fifty couplets, hasbeen reduced to ten
couplets in Bengali.’m
‘Such is the method in which Kasiram Das has performed
the great task which he imposed upon himself. The mere
mechanical work of translating and condensing a great
sanscrit epic into over thirty -six thousand Bengali couplets
is a tremendous task. If we suppose that Kasiram composed
fifteen couplets every day, and that he worked twenty days
in every month, he must have laboured ten years of his life
to bring this great work to completion.’bg

T TS WEGA 260 0T (Y FE2 ARMS®| 97
SN FIEIPT TS AT ZPI 2R Sife e -
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‘Krittibas's date is very uncertain; but it is probable that he

produced his Bengali version of the Ramayana probably

-1cq
about the close of the same century.

AP GFUe AT T FEEA 3,
‘Ramayana in fact is mainly the work of a single poet.’w
TE TG QAT G S T I @, TAAAS G IR Al e
SO FAETS, NRCFO(F dFF FR oAl F(7l Sq© fof Fiow T 1
T T AR TSP T, TR
‘a new narration of the story of the ancient epic in his own
way,”™" -q 2T JFFIN 1 g Trrgere AREHES S|
“The incidents of the war then follow generally in the same
order as in Sanscrit. But Krittibas's account of the battles in
his own, and he has introduced some new incidents and
new warriors of which there is no mention in the Sanscrit.
The account of Mahi-Ravana and Ahi Ravana and the
childish episode of Hanuman carrying the solar orb under
his arm find no mention in the Sanskrit epic.’w
AN DA SNEGA TR FAFOR DA ORI 6]
e O Jfoww T Pg TENEey REmow sfoem e
SOl Suve BT G 7R A @32 sroo BIHE = v
STl A A G Tgro A AR AT @AY ATIE AN

M O AR O SRR S @ @ G 998 R eo
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‘While Chaitanya devoted himself to religious reform,
while Raghunath spent his life in philosophical and logical
studies, Raghunandan made his mark by an authoritative
and exhaustive compilation of the rules of orthodox rites
and observances for the people of Bengal. He divided this
great work into twenty-eight chapters, each devoted to a
separate subject, and he based his rules on a profusion of
quotations from the highest authorities, He laboured for
twenty - five years over this great work, and it remains a

monument not only of his industry and learning, but also of

So00

his comprehensive genius.’
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DOl B-TRAfET FRel, IEFQ-ANET IR ACH el P A
AR AT AT -

‘Mukunda Ram never paints characters with super human

) ) %03
virtues or vices.’

‘he hits off in a few lines a character, clear and
distinguishable from all others. Kalketu is a boorish, strong,
brave and simple - minded hunter, Fullara a poor dutiful
wife, Murari Sil an astute shop-keeper, Bharu Datta an ease
- loving, easy-going, elderly, well -to-do trader, Lahana and
Khullana are rival wives, with all the faults and angry
passions of rival wives, and Durbala is a scheming old
servent, with all the mischievousness and self - importance
of old servants in Hindu households.
pathos is a strong point in Mukunda Ram's writings. A
sufferer himself, he has a ready sympathy for all sufferers;
and poor Fullara and poor Khullana are not ordinary
sufferers. Mukunda Ram's language is flowing, perspicuous
and musical, and a quiet humour pervades his poetry.’on
GV SR Y ey [fEm qeepiv @[ SR AR
AN G A e T @ 2P TE @Rl e 9 s
AE G2 S ALY AN ©f & 20 &R TS -

PIURY



'He was a Tantrika a devout worshipper of kali, and he
was careless of this world, and lived in hir faith in Kali. Kali
or Sakti, Durga or Chandi, is not an unapproachable deity;
she is the ideal of a Hindu mother, tender and loving
beyond expression, ministering to every want and helpful

1509

in every difficulty.
P MR ool @3 FEoR oum o1, @ ol
T ol AT @ WREgE 0] T IS R WP @
AP AEGANS efd (1 i A foFeme w0 26 @
TR foet) 7 IMe @R ST (TR TS (TN TR (R, GRR G]
S AR TS T RO 2T B SONST TO ! AT
IR > ANPACE ©fSNS FAF AT TP 2RfTel -

'One great Charm of his poetry consists in the simple
homely, similes always drawn from familiar objects of
lowly village life. The cultivated rice-field, the ferry boat,
the village market, the oil -mill, such are the objects of his
similes round which he entwines his feeling songs with the
most touching effect.">®

M I WCEIDS OOy T A [KEE %w, qweim
OIObY, TS N Al WD (W WG TEY W, R
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...................... the readers of Annada Mangal know that in

describing the double conversion of Vyasa, who first
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became a Vaishnava and then a Sakta or Saiva, the poet has
partly explained and partly apologized for his own
conduct."***

‘SRR CRWPVE 49 A S 9o @ 2
IR YFTEN 8 ORObCT PeTeTd RIEADAT G NGl FFICET
@ OEF @ S fow, BT € T Terw IR, O I 3

TIER IR bR T Sl w41 |

'‘Bharat Chandra with all his gifts is but an imitator of
Mukunda Ram, and we confess that Bharat Chandra's
artificial and polished strains strike us as lifeless, when
compared with the simple and faithful pistures from
nature, with which Mukunda Ram's work are replete.
Mukunda Ram draws from nature, Bharat Chandra daubs
his pictures with gorgeous colours, Bharat Chandra is the
more polished and artificial poet, Mukunda Ram is the
Truer painter and the greater poet.”>”

'Fullara and Khullana are women of flesh and blood
with distinct characters; in Bidya we can discover no trait
of characters except a capacity for voluptuous love. Durbala
and Bharu Datta are powerfully drawn pourtraits from life;
Hira Malini is an over -drawn caricature. And in all the

higher qualifications of a poet, in truth in imagination, and

even in true tenderness and pathos, such as we meet with

8



in almost every other Bengali poet Bharat Chandra is

singularly and sadly wanting.">*®
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HISTORY OF BENGALI LANGUAGE AND
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'This work consists of the lectures delivered by me as
Reader in Bengali Language and Literature to the Calcutta
University during the months of January to April 1909, at
the Senate House, Calcutta. They treat of our language and
literature from the earliest times down to 1850.

...................... There must, of course, be something in
common between the two books, dealing as they do with
the same subject, but the arrangement adopted in the
present work is altogether new, and the latest facts, not

anticipated in my Bengali treatise, have been incorporated

init’
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SRR IR N SFQA T PR M MG et [
A MO Pl 2] 1 PRI AT - @3 SR WA e
RO BT MR Pt PR T 8 SoTS] 2y AFCS
M, OIR e AR FUAR S wprg Field Fed Al

fTo @ WiEE 9w Pre - Mahomedan Literature, i3
SIRE ATFE W6 N6 ST ©fs! A=A G 25 -

1) Aphorisms and wise -sayings, -Dak and Khana.

2) Dharma -cult - a form of Buddhism.

3) Ramai Pandit and his Cunya Purana.

4) Sahajia -cult and its exponents.

5) Dharma - mangal poems and the story related in them.
6) The ballads of the pal kings.

7) The Caiva-cult, how it faced Buddhism.

8) Genealogical records.
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'Referring to the earliest literature of Bengal, which bears
the stamp of Buddhistic influence, we light upon
Dakarnava, -a Tantrik work of the Buddhists, containing
aphorisms and wise sayings in old Bengali regarding
agriculture, astrology, medicine and other matters of

interest of domestic life.”
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JE OF G2 A

o

S B BRI -

1 - s . . . 'QQS
@3¢ 'This is quite an un - Hindu idea.
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'The Hadis, Domas and other low caste people are the
priests in many of the Dharma Temples. The Doma Pandits
at one time occupied a prominent position in the Buddhistic
temples, and when Buddhism was driven away from this
country, all religious functions in many of these Dharma
temples, still continued to be discharged by the
descendants of the Doma priests, as the Hindus dared not

oust a priestly class, revered by the people, from their

o €
duties in temples.
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"Dharma comes as a Muhammadan to punish the
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"The Bengali language was Known to our early writers as a

form of Prakrita. The name Vanga Bhasa is of recent origin.

€9

They called it Prakrita or merely Bhasa.""
A SR AIFS (WF TYY, G PR SFE JRFFS T8 G WA
T SIEDT [ g @7 M AR pfer 2 SR @FRE ©f AT
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AT 9B IREEE DA AP I, ©f SF AT ¢ [
TS ANS| SOMET G *M THO T ATIE S APHR T
SR -

‘Rya 76 @ 7P wieiel]
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'From a reference given in one of Chandi Das's poems, it

appears that before 1403 A.D. he had composed 996

S
songs.
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'Krisna is the Divine Incarnation worshipped by the
Vaisnavas. He is represented as having a dark blue
complexion. Dark blue suggests the predominating colour
of the universe. We find it in the azure, in sky and ocean. in
distant landscapes and in the immense verdure of pastoral
meadows. On the head of Krisna is a crown of flowers and a
plume of peacock’'s feathers reminding us of the rainbow.
This symbolizes the various colours which adorn the main
dark-blue pervading the earth and the sky. He has a flute in
his hand, and when he plays on it, the very Jumna bends out
of her course signifying that with a person who has heard
the call of his God, the result is irrestible. the course of his
life is sure to change. The human soul is symbolized in
Radha, the soul that, with its five finer senses, becomes

instinct with new life, the moment God appears to it in all

o

His glory.'w
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'(1) Purusa Pariksa. (2) Caiva Sarvaswasara. (3) Dana
Vakyavali. (4) Vivadasara. (5) Gaya Pattan. (6) Ganga
Viksyavali, (7) Durga Bhakti Tarangini. (8) Kirtilata."

94 Wi @ 439 @2 W@ ‘The  Pouranik
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'Of the other translators of the Ramayana, we must first
name Sastivara Sen who was born at Jhinardwipa, the

modern Jhinerdi in Vikrampur in the district of Dacca. He

R0



belonged to the Vaidya or physician caste and lived more
than three hundred years ago. Sastivara and his son
Gangadas were voluminous writers. The son completed
what the father had left unfinished. They translated not
only the Ramayana but also the Mahabharata.'
G AR, [NRE, TRCRS, SRS WA € AR 8y fa (T2pfE)
@R IR TR e FRECER A SE @

TCRS WEMIEE W CEREE IR AP SR,
ST, ‘THL, 8 READHL, *HE TN M ARG G S

T TGS ATIE S SR @elied T S -

'He introduces episodes not to be found in the original
Mahabharata, nor in any extant translation earlier than his
own; and it is mainly in these additions that he displays the
peculiar traits of his poetry. Kaciram Das was a poet of the
people. Indeed his education, scope of intelligence and

mode of treatment of his subjects were all such as to meet

) Jue
the requirements of the masses.'
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‘In the Ramayana we find the description of a golden
image of Laksmi with two elephants on either side pouring
water over her head in the Acoka-Banika of Ravana. The
goddess in that particular form and position is Known here
as Gaja Laksmi, and after more than two thousand years,
the Jaypur sculptors still make images of the goddess
exactly answering the description of the Ramayana. The
goddess Laksmi or Cri was one of the most familiar deities
worshipped by the Buddhists. On the door-way of many
Buddhist temples the image of this goddess is found in a
prominent position curved in basrelief. It is curious to
observe, that a class of rural Muhammedan folk of Bengal

have, for their sole occupation, the reciting of hymns in

Bengali in honour of Laksmi - Devi.
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'Chaitanya Deva himself was not the organiser of the
Vaisnava community that afterwards sprang up in Bengal.
In fact it was not his mission to make codes and regulations
for the guidance of a small community. He spoke for all
men, lived for all men, and lost in the love of God as he was,
he was not at all actuated by any desire of a secular Kind, to
establish a community and claim the glory of being its
founder. But a great idea - the idea of equality and freedom-
9%

was put into a stereotyped and orthodox society.'
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Mahamedan poet who heralded the new age'.m 'New age'
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............ non - Hindu ideas found favour with the citizens
directly under the influence of an alien civilisation But the
quiet Hindu was not in his element in the city. His true
home lay in the village; there, under the canopy of the blue
sky, on which the gay seasons of our tropical clime present
in succession their evershifting array of scenes, the Hindu

had found leisure for centuries to ponder over the deeper

problems of life.
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'Lately Babu Daksina Ranjana Mitra Mazumdar has
published two volumes of folk tales in Bengali. He has

attempted to reproduce them in the very language of the
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rustic women from whom he collected them. In some cases
he recorded the stories by a phonograph at the time they
were delivered; so that their language remains remarkably
faithful to the narration of the villagers. ............... the dialect
spoken in the country five hundred years ago, of which
specimens are to be found in the written literature of the
period remains unchanged in the colloquial language of our

backward villages, not subjected to the influences of the

outside world;m

JEAR AN TF GRE AT AR TRREeE wE /e
e (RE ATY @ff Y TER [F O WM &, O
W @7 AfSTem T 9 [l I 4T SRR @O @3
WASRTE @ A I AL, AR Clew e TRfen 3ferm @3
e A e AR P RemeEm @ /w92 o el [
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'These stories are interspersed with songs in language
which is generally very antiquated. Many facts about old
Hindu society and about the sea-voyages undertaken by the
merchants of Bengal are to be found in these stories; and
there are other elements which indicate Bhuddistic
influences, such as instances of the wonderful powers of

Siddhas, and descriptions of Tantrick rites. There are some
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stories on which Mahomedan influence has evidently left its
impress, as for instance has evidently left its impress, as for

instance in the story of Madhumala, the introduction of

C .. ) . . R34
fairies is certainly no creation of the Hindu fancy.
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MINUTES OF THE SYNDICATE (1857)
(REGULATIONS IN ARTS) ENTRANCE EXAM

Two of the following languages, of which English must be
one.
(Candidates for the degree of B.A. shall be examined in the

following subjects.)

English
Greek Persian Hindi
Latin Sanskrit Urdu
Hebrew Bengali Burmese
Arabic Oorya

English :- Milton, Shakespeare, Dryden, Pope, Young,
Thomson, Byron, swift, Addison, Johnson, Goldsmith, Burke,

Southey, Macaulay, Cowper, Scott, Campbell, Defoe.

Bengali :- Batrish Singhasan
Purush Parikhya
Betal Panchabingshati

Ve



Probodh Chandrika
Mahabharat
Ramayan
Meghaduta
Sakuntala

Annada Mangal.

Te ¢-
University of Calcutta minutes, for the year 1857,

Calcutta, Printed for the Calcutta University at the Baptist
Mission Press-1860.
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1918
Bengali -(I.A. AND 1.Sc. Exam)
(For Female Candidates)
Paper setters - RAI SAHEB DINES CHANDRA SEN, B.A.
BABU - JOGINDRANATH BASU, B.A.

1st paper
Examiner - MRS. KUMUDINI BASU, B.A.

1. Narrate briefly in simple Bengali Prose the Principal

incidents of the life of Gouranga as depicted in your text.

42 2P’ SR IS AT B G TG T, TePrf FCS
@ S SeeE M dfbe SEImE B Ao, Ok T ¢ T95T
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1920 (M.A. Exam

Indian Vernaculars.

History of the Bengali Language and Literature.

1st paper - 1st Half
Examiner -Rai BAHADUR DR. DINES CHANDRA SEN,
B.A., D.LITT

1. Show how for our Language and Literature havebeen
influenced by the Islamike conquest.

2) Trace the gradual growth of the Bengali metres from the
earliest times down to the 18th century.

3) Give a brief account of the Yatras of the old school, with a
critical review of the works of some of the prominent
Yatrawalas.

4) What are the striking literary features of the period
dominated by the influence of the court of Krishna Chandra?
Comment on their peculiar merits and defects.

5) Clearly indicate the literary and religious evolution in
Bengal brought about by the pouranik Renaissance.

6) Give a critical estimate of the Ram Prasad Alwaal and

Nidhu Babu.
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2nd Half. (M.A. Exam)
Examiner -Dr. ABHAYKUMAR GUHA, M.A,, Ph.D.

1) Give an estimate of the Vaishnava theology propounded
by Rama Roy to Chaitanya as narrated in the Chaitanya
Charitamrita.
2) Shew the influence of Chaitanya's life on the songs of
some of the Vaishnava Pada - Kartas, Particularly on
Krishna Kamal Goswami illustrating your remarks by
reference to his Divyonmada.
3) Give a critical estimate of any one of the following
works-

a) Chaitanya Charitamrita.

b) Govinda Dasa's Karcha.

c) Prema -Vilasa.
4) Give a full account of the post Chaitanyic Vaishnava
movement in Bengal, With special reference to Sreenivasa,
Narottama and Syamananda.
5) Give a comparative review of the lyrical songs of
Vidyapati and Chandidasa, illustrating your answer with
quotations from each.
6) Mention some of the note worthy incidents of
Chaitanya's tour in the Deccan, with special reference to the

Muraris, Naroji, Barmukhi and Bhilpantha.
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Indian Vernaculars (old texts)

2nd paper (M.A. Exam)
1st half

Examiner - RAl BAHADUR DR. DINES CHANDRA SEN, B.A,
D.LITT

3. (b) Prove and account for the extensive popularity of the
Mainamati songs out side Bengal.

4. What historical glimpses of Bengal do you find in the
Mainamati - songs in respect of her social religious and
political conditions?

5. (a) Give all up-to-date information regarding Raja
Govinda Chandra as a historical charactor.

(b) Discuss the various allegations made against Mainamati
by her son, and account for the great respect for her

breathed in the poem inspite of them.
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Indian Vernaculars (M.A. Exam)

Bengali - 4th paper
Examiner -MR. P.C. GHOSH, M.A.

1) Give a brief survey, down to 1880, of the departments of
literary activity into which the Vernacular literature of
Bengal expended under the influence of Western models.

4) Give a brief history of literary criticism in Bengali during

1858-1880.

PR ST TG (@ SPIE (PR (09 Ol Qe (STl
®F FERI AR TR TR AR PR W v AEeE =R
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1921

Indian Vernaculars. (M.A. Exam)
1st paper

History of the Bengali Language and Literature.

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own

words as for as practicable.

The questions are of equal value
First Half

Examiner - RAI SAHEB DINESCHANDRA SEN, B.A.
Only three questions to be attempted unless otherwise
specified, candidates may write their answers in English or
in their own Vernacular.
1. Describe the characteristics of the pauranik Renaisance
Literature, as contrasted with those of the earlier epoch.
2. Shew the peculiar excellences of Kavi Kankan and Bharat
Chandra as poets representing two different schools.
3. Indicate the Vaishnab Influence in the Ramayana of
Krittivas and discuss the question of authorship of those
passages which shew such Influence.
4. Give full accounts of any two of the following poets with
a critical analysis of their poems -

a) Dasharathi Hay
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b) Bijay Gupta
c) Jay Narayan Ghoshal
d) Ketaka Das Kshemananda.
5. Give an account of the Bengali Society as reflected in the

Bengali Literature of the 18th century.

Second Half.
Examiner -MR. SASANKA MOHAN SEN, M.A.

Only three to be attemped.

1) Give a correct estimate of the Vaishnab theology
propounded by the leaders of the Gauriya School.

2. Give an outline of the classification of tender emotions by
the Vaishnab song masters and compare them with some of
those as given by European mystics.

3. Discus the historical value of some of the most well
known biographies of Chaitanya Dev.

4. Give an estimate of the poetical value of the love lyrics of
Chandidas with special reference to idealisation forming
the characteristic of many of his songs.

5. Survey the lives of Raghunath Das and Sanatan from the
stand points of strict as creticism of the one and spiritual

humility of the other.
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6. Give a full account of the conversion of Bir Hambir and

chandray into the Vaishnab Faith.

Indian Vernaculars (old Texts)
Second paper

[Unless otherwise specified, candidates may write their

answers either in English or in their own Vernacular]

FIRST HALF
Examiner - RAI SAHEB DINESCHANDRA SEN, B.A.

Only three to be attempted.
The questions are of equal value.

1.a) Critically examine the songs of Mainamati and Manick

Chandra as to whether they belong to the same school as
those mentioned in the Chaitanya Bhagavat and are
popularly Known as "Songs of the pala Rajas”. Fully discuss
this matter from a historical standpoint.

| ] [P historical problem do you find involved in the
allusion made in your text to a fight said to havebeen faught

between Gopi Chandra and "a Uriya Raja".
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2.a) Account for and prove the extensive popularity of the
Mainamati songs throught out India.
b) What clue do you find as to the time and history of Raja
Hari Chandra, father of Aduna and Paduna.
3.a) What was the position of women and of the Brahmins
in society as depicted in the Mainamati Songs? Shew also
the particular features of Tantrik faith prevalent at the
period.
b) Are you aware of any legends in European Literature
analogous to those mentioned about Mainamati.
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