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FAeFeikf (Abbreviations)

BA - Bachelor of Arts.

BL - Bachelor of Laws.

BPES — Bombey Peoples Education Society.
DC — Depressed Classes.

DS — Drabir Samiti.

FA — Fine Arts.

IA - Intermediate Arts.

ILA — Independent Labour Party.

INC — Indian National Congress.

JP — Justis Party.

MA - Master of Arts.

MLA — Member of the Legislative Assembly.
ML — Muslim League.

OBC — Other Backword Classes/Caste.

SC — Scheduled Caste.

ST — Scheduled Tribe.
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G2 wfere wifs efee W arew 2T TN 1 g P i
T STAE, NS AFR AT F eawed | @3 arg Qg
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qGAT & G o] Tfe- FrEife Te e ¢ hfae ges
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©IVE wel el AEcE Sfdae wEe o [Eifde Sieea S | O3
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2039) AZHre TSI Q8 (FLF AT ST I 8 TYHHF TTa! it

SMa 277 ¢felte SRTed Afere FME |32 Afers Jf&Fq SIRAE T
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TR TS (TOF QI ST 1 73 |

a2 T Afere (T Fire wHe qis [T Sy aF 2w
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B FoltE I e | sl @ wfete @@ *m vt st @iyl
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fa¥

T e afede swE 3 T aIifss a3 ¢ 99T AF T
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TR | TNE TACGE 27T DM ¢ oFbW 9IFd Sitrd &

g ST 2lfen) F™ T TNHG MRS [Feld qFao Ffee
O I AR WET &70H | FEIAR wifeefes Wi T (@ wigs

ofsamt @32 ALeag Tife @1 F=ICF WD FCECR |

T FHRTAR TS A0S (A7 (AP (Ag: TENT NG TG ST
Gls GfeRfrE G a]Ftee qEE ved JreN el wife
cMgma AFe Tifs e 9@ @R | agivl (g TemiEd w2+

Jfeaef fAfen v 8 wrga A wima (Mg Fag +fffe afsdm o
IR | (T8 (Mg Ffay wiewreas fem [ qece 92 o[em ) Ife
Mgl eldiTe wizee ey qifgs i~ fes | @w" Tezaer 2o
AR M (AW Eopm |

ARG TOE FAL AT O F) & 0757 NPT T Gfac
WOITIT FIE GCHETT < AACEH SAO A HAZR ICARE S e
I AP ALF Aol g Qi Qe | IS oy e
AT YA 2@ TrS 1 & AW IO AV (9 MR

387 I TGAWA 26 8 &M IIFH |

19T CWIAGR @R OfSI TSI TS Caste in Bengal :
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e e QA 8 wife (idia Soita Told A IS FECRT G O
A gtafes AfaeTg I IO TF A2 @A W IR |

T (KT IEWEAIGR SFeR 39 TmE T A ol (mel

R FE0RT | O P! TR OF &0F I @ (&, (I, e wcel
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b TR @ CHITR (YR AeiAed weell @
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TGS FAFAR T afeorefs qFfs AFT TR FECRA | THRenT
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O TP WA TRACR | ARCl [fen dreiafes weafa e e
SO e [FeIE IAREIIE Ao W A TR G RS

i TeTFore FEE |

wfs, S & 998 IR TF A0S e Grfes 68T FFT (FAFTe!,
AN AR, 050) &3 AN wleTe TWe FTF WFg ag HwA
e | TS O Hepe! [RBad Bfoq I SR | G3R AGER
ffey e @ S AeT o[ qr9y @9 ©F [IGe Mo |
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wel Tesfen fogm witeibe 2re T &3 1| A Qg AEs wfere

IGE AT 362 G2 OIHd (I ¢ AIEoaE afedl 4o

AT T2 |

aqifael B [E Ge-FEEe (E e Femiie GG
TTV S Sb-39b) G TIF STHPIENT TGAIT (FAFTO!, G, 203d) @3B
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AGREAT TRWER oL whre efeffy e, ekred arom dremife «ae
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3oz g @z T6 43 WREfes ¢Fa Sroimaie W [Tl gerq
T e oF 2foaris 39 @R | TF A3 (99 NG ISR

nfeTe IAE Tromaid N HONCE SIS AR | AN Wlere WAl

TCE D T 7 |

@I qioF Afere G e wresres Fee *° (I,
B3 feifel, sovd) e azfb Reey it 8 sl | siggieRe @
OfF ALFAGCE ALTS o ©ICo! Ol FCACRA | AL L Ao ¢
TOAITeT 2O IR AR WL TIoiIted LT AL TPCE ST
AR | AMET T AT FrFqrd Ao @M e | Tox IR, (T
Ao FFAI 2ol | P8 4T T (@ AT 2O AEF TR oA a1 I

o

T I | TreArs Tive iy FeEe e AR ffey

vefiTe SIEba FCA0Rd | GRYl Tifoten 8 I9 IR SIRTSR ANGCD

IvRE FCACRCACR I AfefTe FR0A | Tieife 3! e Fa9 &

YRR AT TG O 918 JRCR Sy ATE |

o qe wisife sfoS Dalit Studies A Bibliographical Handbook™ (

New Delhi, Kanishka Publishers Distributors, 2003) &3 were <@

NN (FCE IO HIIE &F | I2/0CS OO WleTe IFAH (&l
@ R otqEel 2ece 7 SHew M [eqe qre | agiel nfrs
THARES ARl e AR eifersie feifoRm @it ffey feyfawreicm
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wfete 9@ M.Phil €32 Ph.D AIF#t@d W, J& wifqd 95w Trgd

R | 58 AfeTS ACAE TS KRGS (AT ST (1R |

2O BoIF Al G2 Qe RN | ©IR ©ieR 3SR B wqoN
e TRINRmE 207 BB SovR AT ‘Subaltern Studies’ 93
2T ST & T (AFR TR 2R wAieR '@ w1 Cofew
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Iy W O FHRE AIENOA I TR |
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oo [fen ame 2o AP QA TNemIE R AGTIe
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GfoRITE (14T ICWINGR G2 PRI I AW qM0© Caste
and Partition in Bengal: the story of Dalit refugees, 1946-1961" *°
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e FR o157 Tfre T FHsYE @Yy ¥ (FErel, & @

Q@ @, 033) J3fbe wfre fea oA WAE wwgod | A AFR
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o1z wRelf 2EferE TueE TNed & A 2fM IFA (Shd2-drab)
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Ted e | «2 A wlTs *twd gt e Mo TR0 | AATS WieTe
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NITANF S (Objective of Research)

QIS AN AWCed 24 S 2e G WhTe (GoAd  2fe=
DA 11 A4S e foafs fag quefa foqem (B2 e o
QDA T IR NG TRWER 250 TR (Sbrqu-358),
TSR @@L T (5508-d5ub) IR VT FACEHH SAS EIHC
(5558-35¢d) | ISV @IV AW(S TG fodb WML TG (GO
P!, TS Aeofoe @ S FAHIF Aol T “AfBa “Aleq @ 1 «e
foqed (TogMR el vt e, Ae-ts 8 Affes Fea
oYl WP BARE ©f [F@IEE N ofwhe @R wgf"e Bel @

oA “fafFce qiEFte 9 TR |
AT &F% (Research Project)

OFe e JER ed A @ wifed WA vy e (AT
woffer gife 2o fofee 2ried | St ER Ao o[l ARSI
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IR TR &Y (Research Questions)

@I 8 FHE YRR Sl TS (N G2 (T2 TCE AT P&l
(fete 2@ TReE eFesd (a9 =0 o’ [E9 W oqaRd 40

NI AL STl o1 HA6T S@h® 8 2T ML o SHBIo Tl |

OI2 qONE REaE G M SR ¢ weEReE e e

AR T T AR | (T -
Y) wieTe FEIce T (@RI? W3R e wite Fial?

Y) JENR WeTe ANCSE (GO, AHF NI 8 ANEF [FICE &
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TITNT BAMIT (Sources of Research)

NN CF@ TAMIH A TAPRY AR @B el oF 1 QI
GeTl @ @R NF W €W FOACH A@EIAR (WG w2 A
TAMNSEE d¥iTe git oIl s Sl A 1 T AT SHAM(Primary
Sources) @32 (A A AYTF TAM(Secondary Sources) ! €RIGIS
TETF Ted Wi 0o 1Y) (Aiied KGN SiAael AmeE SIAFoIe
WG AT FACO A AR | AP BLAGCS Webliography @1 =7 |
IO a2 Webliography S (A€ SN N IqA FRGFE g O

AR FACS (AR |

JOA RN AP &AlANF TAWE  (Primary Sources) AR A
fma | afeefa ©izfa, @, o2 JW@F  Census Report,
Government Record, @M@, AFFIRIA(Interview), S AMSBS,
AR, Yfoora, oS, TATH TG IWAYS ©d [ !

R |

JOA RN FGIF oMl A TP (Secondary Sources) CAMITTR TCK
T 7 ffen a@fsaified fie, iins, s, T dfozfe a3
TR, ANRE A Tofiv | G=iel AeiAess, ANes, FeFrod qe

Trere fofer afbe R[fey age « v e wwrce Wk At @3
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¢ TAMIN &fe] TSI TFN SqE fot A FAce [edFeng G2
A R | O MR A O T A o [aEew fefare

IR T [T AT T4 2ER |
NN A%fS (Research Methodology)

At “f@l® ( Research Methodology) 251 (@ (Il ATEAR HQ
g3 ReT wesd AW IO AN oAl T (Fa @ TS
NI *lafs ST T BRCR (T FH{F (W0 S0 1 7eT | QN

afexF @S (Historical method), ®99® @S (Qualitative

method) €32 GFARETS @S (Comparative method) | @fsaif® s&fe
T I S Ao [y wvw o (e @ wWH Alfe =@ e
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G T G Qe e [T | (@ TR oAt (A AeoNFS nfers
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wifF A1 @3 L STEE YT (Fesifee smfore [uaRd F6 2@z |

IO SRINEA0 IO CFCE N2 F (@ @i GIexe F4 IR®

@6 28 @99® “f@fs (Qualitative method) | (¥ IR =4l (&l Wi
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GRS /w9 (Observe) 1 = (Analysis) S 2 (12 (A
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(Attitude), BF@ (Behavior), €99 (Believe system) @R ©IMd TN

RPTCere! (ofF 2R | @ T8 AANF O3 T[S SAWE &R T4

TR @R Tore! 63 I & TF JGT AFFRIIT (ST 0T |
G2 OFF & AN 9 e A, s ¢ afegte afvre
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T[T NI Ao TN A7© 2 Qe o

(Comparative method)! WIS <IReA#@L ™y FA9 (FQeQ

QT IETR s (Comparative method) &2 T B! @ ICIFN
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e G O FEAFMH AR Afefore ¢ dfogivie o Tl gl
oy dfedr ot T ©f AT AETFore I @ | fof
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(CHAPTER ONE)

IS AN Ieee wiere wifetra Afafcfe
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T ORI ANCE WT® @S PIAF (@RA? ©ad ol G o1g-
ANIEF, AT LA (PIAR? G T4 GFf6 Fog 4= I oga
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Down to circa AD 600, &¥md ff¥e agafs e afdqmeieg o
Tifetew 2 Terlfe, RFM e Sror TS AINFEA BIEced ke
IR oPiey SHAWN & ToA ICARA | WYAS DI WR_AG (@ @I
afonfie 93 @3 R wifen Sesifs @ Toifgs sitaaeie Feace |

SN 7Y AT 10 TO/® Tf6e, (I Goes 47 T N A

fofere e o9 o 8 FE WE A Iw A W AfA¥w

o «F o dAfeE BT WHA @ P F@ AW @ Al 9w
HAPSICSIR W A1y @ fFg 71 Or A4 1< 2@ olFed ¢ qife
v g1 Ifies *ifre IREE Wrel @A FdEE @R A ol
v ey @R (Fiie (@31° T oo 7y e IR S
wfere, offes, ST Jrey Ngama 437, AN, Aaees ¢ AeFhod
a2 qftfes T [ Face (Ite T TA Y (A S
Tedife ¢ ggfe R «F ee |

ooy Wl SAMEMT e nfre wifewflr Afqpa T
QIE #ed e Gf STICEE S RGN AR Gpis FoRe (IRl Al
R AL N IEA NG [ q3R I 1 TR0 92 A=
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@dice fee @Rl G I TS WG IM A 2t Ty THlfare
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MMYS AUFE THOR wFesd 9 =0 a9 o |ier wie Awfes
T [P G SIF A J& FAOR (AEGS | TF T &bfere a2
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the course of a few years’>oq ©CI QG ST Tl FF &fel *iq
“ffger B GEIRE | I W0 FoATRT A2 A ~fedr aRifeE o Qe

Sl FIRASE B FA AR 150b (T FEH0 FIE ST (Fles
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"I am definitely of the view that the minority has every
right to get the protection of the state and no state has

got any power or right to oppress and crush a

hY N



determined, faithful and loyal minority, said Mr. J. N,
Mandal, Law and labour Minister, Pakistan Government,
in an interview with the Globe. Adverting to the policy
of large scale evacuation from one Dominion to the
other, the Minister said, "While it is encouragmg to
note that law and order is being restroed at many
places where the situation had gone out of control of
the authorities and sanity had dawned upon a section
of people who had become mad with communal frency.
it is really regrettable that evacuation of the Hindus.
Sikhs and Muslims is still going on vigorously.
"There is no doubt that the atmosphere, both in India
and Pakistan, has been surcharged with communal
bitterness, but most of the people of India continent
have now realised the dreadful consequences of
indulging in communalism. That is why the leaders and
right-thinking  persons  belonging to  different
communities have cried a halt to this fratricidal
performance and appealed to all to stop violence and

lawlessness and help their respective states in
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maintaining peace and order.” Continuing, Mr. Mandal
said, "It is really painful to think that any state will
contain only the people of one community and people
of the minority community shall have no place in it. I
think no statesman, to whichever community he may
belong, can visualise such a stage in the Indian

. >
continent.”°
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B

From

Raicharan Sardar B.L.

President All Bengal Poundra Kshatriya Association, Bengal
To,

Mahatma Gandhi.

Revered Sir,

I beg most humbly & respectfully to lay before you the following facts for

favour of your kind perusal and intercession.

That Poundra Kshatriya (commonly known as Pod) Community of Bengal
numbering about 7 lacs of souls is an important unit in the Hindu society of Bengal.
From the annexed enclosures containing answers to the marks of the Scheduled
Castes you will be pleased to see that this community cannot be marked as depressed

and included in the list of the Scheduled castes .

As soon as the preliminary list of scheduled castes of Bengal including this
community in it was published the All Bengal Poundra Kshatriya Association held it
sitting on 28.1.33 and | as President thereof representing the voice of the whole
community submitted a protest ant the secretary of this Association as directed by it
officially prayed for submitting proper representation to Mr. Gilchrist Esqg. C.I.E.
L.E.C. Reforms Commissioner and Joint Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
Appointment Department Reforms Branch, but unfortunately for this helpless

community no opportunity for such deputation and representation was given.

At last this helpless community is surprised to see that it is included in the
final list of Scheduled castes forwarded to me by the said Reforms commissioner
with his office letter No. 106 A.R. dated 5th January, 1935 containing a copy of
Bengal Government's Resolution No. 915 A.R. dated the 28th December, 1934 on

the subject of the list of Scheduled Castes in Bengal.
OO



Section 7 Regulation IV of 1809 enumerating low castes of Bengal excludes this
community and the same thing is repeated in Regulation XI of 1810and you will be
pleased to know the social manners and customs and the present states of this

community from the enclosed enclosures.

On receiving the aforesaid final list and understanding that it has been forwarded to
His Excellency the Vice-roy of India in council I as Presedent of the said Association
representing the Voice of this community have submitted one petition to His
Excellency the Viceroy of India in Council for favourable consideration of the
protest and for favour of exclusion of this community from the list of Scheduled

castes. Copies of the petition are enclosed herewith for your kind perusal

This helpless community looks upon you as its only savior in this crisis. Under the
circumstances | representing the voice of the whole community most humbly and
respectfully pray that you will be pleased to intercede and plead for its just cause and
request His Excellency the Viceroy not to favour the record of untruth in respect of
this community and thus save it from the social degradation and also from the so-

called special political privileges which it does not want and never wanted.

I have the honour

to be

Sir

Your most obedient servant
(Sd) Raicharan Sardar.
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From:
Babu Raicharan Sardar B.L.

President, All Bengal Poundra-Kshatriya Association.

To

The Reforms Officer, Government of Bengal.

The humble petition of Undersigned, the President All Bengal Poundra-
Kshatriya Association, registered under Act XXII of 1860.

Most respectful showeth:

1. That your petitioner is directed by the All Bengal Poundra Kshatriya Association
to submit to you the fallowing grievances by the resolutions annexed herewith and
which has been unanimously passed at its meeting held on 28.01.33. in the South

Subarban School Premies. Calcutta.

2. That this community consting of about 7 lacs of souls commonly called "Pod" in
the presidency and Burdwan divisions and "Pundari or Punro™ in the Rajshahi
division, submits to you its present grievences, in its enlistment among the
Depressed Classes in the matter of election of members of the Legislative Council of
the Government of Bengal, and that it has satisfactorily proved its kshatriya origin
before the census authorities and has been trying to have itself recorded in the
Census Reports as Poundra Kshatriya which however is not its present subject of

grievance submitted to you.

3. That this community has among others 2 B.SC's of the Glasgo University one of
whom is of Imperial Service and the other a minig engineer, about 80 graduates
(M.As, B.As. B.Ls.) of the Calcutta University of whom 18 B.Ls. Pleaders, one is
advocate, High Court, Calcutta, one Sub Deputy, 5M. Bs. One engineer from
Benares University, About 30 L.M. Fs. 12 Muktiers, more than 50 Undergraduates,
more than 400 Matrics, more than 50 Normal-Passed Pandits, more than 100
Gurutraining teachers and numerous other vernacular teachers, besides many others
associated with some religious institutions such as Rama Krishna Mission, Hindu

Mision, Goruiya Math and Navadwip Math.
©>8



4. That the Census Report shows that this community has been recorded as Pod-
Poundra Kshatriya'.

5. That this community is far superior, in respect of education, to some of the
Nabasayaks viz-Gope (Milkman), Maali (Dealers in flowers), Tili (Dealers in sesame
mustard), Tanti (Weaver), Modaks (Confectioners), Baruji (Betal-dealers), Kulal
(Potters/Karmokars (Blacksmiths) and Napits(Barbars) and many other castes who
are not enlisted as depressed.

6. This superiority in its proportion of educated and religious men to some of the
aforesaid Nabasayaks should beregarded as the basis of its enlistment it the general

body of electors.

7. That this community has free access the Hindu temples of Gods and Goddesses
and has the privilege to prepare sweetmeat used as offerings to Gods and Goddesses
in many places and that it will lose this right and privilege if it be marked as

depressed.

8. That the aforesaid enlistment of this community among the depressed classes is

not fair and just and unnecessarily wounds its feelings seriously.

9. That this community is very much aggrieved by the aforesaid enlistment and this
humble petitioner is directed by the aforesaid "All Bengal Poundra Kshatriya
Association” to place its cause before you with an earnest prayer that you will be
pleased to give a favourable consideration to this its grievance and remove this
community from the list of the depressed class to that of the general body of electors
and to note this community as Pod (Poundra Kshatriya) in consistence with the

Census Report.

I Have the honour to be Sir, Your most obedient servant (Sd.) Raicharan Sardar

President, All Bengal Poundra Kshatriya Association
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