
Answer any three questions taking one from each group.

All questions carry equal marks.

Group - A

1. Critically evaluate how the reproductive capacity of wornen was conceptualized in the early Brahmanical

literature with reference to the Grhyasutra.

2. Do you agree that the women’s renunciatory path in early Buddhist sangha was marked by more struggle

than men? Discuss in the light of the Therigatha.

3. Would you argue that the second part of the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871 was formulated in response to

the colonial state’s anxieties about the Hijras in northern India?

Group - B

4. How did the ordering of masculinity in colonial India influence the nationalist discourse?

5. Discuss with reference to rice-husking how women lost their economic independence in colonial India.

6. Analyze the process through which women’s popular culture was marginalized in colonial Bengal.
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