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B.A. EXAMINATION, 2025
HISTORY (MAJOR)
2nd Year, 4th Semester
Subject Code : ARTS/HIST/UG/MAJOR/TH/22/201
History of Ancient Bengal
(From earliest times to twelfth century CE)

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30
Answer any three questions taking one from each group

All questions carry equal marks
Group - A
Answer any ONE Question from CO1

CO1: Learn about political development of Ancient Bengal.

1. Explain about the rise and development of the Janapadas of ancient Bengal from the pre-Mauryan period

to the Gupta era. (10)

2. What were the key factors that contributed to the rise of Gauda as a powerful kingdom in ancient

Bengal? (10)
Group - B

Answer any ONE Question from CO2
CO2: Understand the complexities of economic relations between Bengal and other parts of India.

3. Critically examine to which extent ancient Bengal’s maritime trade acted as a catalyst for both economic

prosperity and cultural exchange, rather than simply a conduit for Indianization, in South-East Asia. (10)

4.  Discuss the agrarian practices that contributed to Ancient Bengal’s economic prosperity. What were

some of the differences with other parts of India? (6+4)
Group - C

Answer any ONE Question from CO3
CO3: Make critical analysis of the cultural heritage of Ancient Bengal.

5. Critically examine the sources of Ancient Bengal. Which source according to you provides a comprehensive

narrative of the cultural heritage of Ancient Bengal? (6+4)

6. Do you think that the river dominated topography of Ancient Bengal has contributed to its cultural past?
Discuss. (10)
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CO1: Learn about political development of Ancient Bengal.
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CO2: Understand the complexities of economic relations between Bengal and other parts of India
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CO3: Make critical analysis of the cultural heritage of Ancient Bengal.
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