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(Social History of Modern India : A Society in Transition)
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Attempt any two questions taking at least one from each group.
Group - A

Discuss how traditional social group declined in the eighteenth century northern India and new social
groups supplanted them.

Write a critical note on the Salient features of Peasant Movement in India in the 1920s and 1930s. Will
it be correct to hold that it was a class struggle in the Marxian model ?

Evaluate the rise of new middle class during colonial period. What were its characteristics feature in
Indian subcontinent?

Group - B
Write a critical note on social banditry with special reference to Eric Hobsbawm’s idea of ‘Social banditry’.
Do you think that Indian Peasant rebellions conform to Hobsbawm’s model of Social Banditry?

Discuss Susan Bayly’s views on transformation of castes between 1650 and 1850. Examine the nature of
the impact of early British policies on the economy of Bengal in the second half of the eighteenth century.

Describe how scientific knowledge, technical education and imperial medicine changed the course of the
colonial society.
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