Ex/HIST/PG/1.2/2025

MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2025
(1% Year, 1% Semester)
HISTORY
COURSE : 2 (HIST/PG/1.2)

( Ancient Indian History : Perspectives, Themes
and Debates)

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Answer any two questions, taking one from each Group.

All questions carry equal marks.

GROUP—A

1. Examine the combined discourse of space, culture and identity
offered by Brajadulal Chattopadhyay in his essay, ‘The
Concept of Bharatavarsa and Its Historiographical
Implications’.

(OR)

Review Nayanjot Lahiri’s book, Ashoka in Ancient India
with special reference to the questions of Space, Power and
Identity.

2. Critically evaluate the notion of ‘religious syncretism’ in the
light of numismatic sources of the Kushana rulers.
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(2)
Examine the diverse ways in which women had been
represented in early Buddhist canonical sources. How will
you distinguish it from epigraphical sources?

GROUP—B

What light does the aphorisms of ‘Khana’ throw light on
Bengal’s economy and society?

Trace the literary culture of early medieval Bengal in the
light of inscriptions.

How are women portrayed in Mrcchakatika and
Padmaprabhrtaka? In what ways are their portrayal similar
or different?
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