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PHILOSOPHY
CouRrsE : Phi/PG/3.5.9

Philosophy of Science 2
( Conceptual Issues)

Time: 2 Hours Full Marks : 30

GROUP—A

1. (a) What isthe basicideabehind the Statistical Relevance
(SR) model of explanation?

(b) Howisitdifferent from Hempel’smodel sof explanation?

(c) GiveonecriticismagainsttheSRmodel.  4+4+2=10
(OR)

2. What role does theory play in the rational reconstruction of
theworld from sense data, according to Quine? In what sense
isthisanaturalistic project? 8+2=10

Answer within 200 words

3. Explain any one way to respond to Hume's challenge to
principle of induction and show how it fail sto provide support

to theinductive method. 5
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(2)
(OR)

4. According to Hempel, which type of statistical explanation
helps to arrive at conclusions about particular individual s?
Explainbriefly. 5

GROUP—B

5. (a) Science beginswith observations— do you agree with
the statement? Justify your answer.

(b) Is there any difference between ‘data’ and
‘observation’ ? Discuss. 5+5=10

(OR)
6. (a) What doyou understand by minimalism about laws?

(b) Why doesalaw try to give aquantitative explanation of
aphenomenon? 5+5=10

Answer within 200 words

7. What doyou understand by aparadigm shiftin scientificlaw?

5
(OR)

8. What do you think about ‘ biasin observation’ ? 5
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