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MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2025

( 1st Year, 1st Semester )

PHILOSOPHY

PAPER : PHIL/PG/1.3

Epistemology (Indian)

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

1. (a) Explain the significance of the inference by which the
Naiya-yika-s establish the validity (pra-ma-n, ya) of an
epistemic instrument (pra-ma-n, a).

(b) Why does Va-caspati Miśra admit this inference as
intrinsically valid, even though he was a Naiya-yika?

4+6

1. (A¡) í>Úà[ÚA¡Ko ë™ ">å³à>[i¡¹ ‡à¹à šø³àìo¹ šøà³ào¸ Ñ‚àš> A¡[¹Úà
=àìA¡>, ëÎÒü ">å³à>[i¡¹ t¡à;š™¢ ¤¸àJ¸à A¡¹¡ú

(J) í>Úà[ÚA¡ Ò*Úà Îìw* ¤àW¡Ñš[t¡ [³Åø l¡üv¡û¡ ">å³à>ìA¡ Ñ¬tô–
šø³ào¹ê¡ìš Ñ¬ãA¡à¹ A¡[¹ìº> ëA¡>?

7. Explain, with suitable examples, the different types of dreams
as described by Praśastapa-da. 5

7. šøÅÑzšàƒ¤[o¢t¡ Ñ¬ìš¥¹ [¤[®¡Ä šøA¡à¹P¡[º l¡üš™åv¡û¡ ƒõÊ¡à”zÎÒ "àìºàW¡>à
A¡¹¡ú

( OR / "=¤à )

8. Don’t you think that if Advaita Veda-ntin-s accept the existence
of a false silver in the case of an illusion, it will contradict the
negation of the silver in all three modes of time? Give reasons
for your answer. 5

8. tå¡[³ [A¡ ³ì> A¡¹ >à ë™, ™[ƒ "î‡t¡ì¤ƒà”zã °³Ñ‚ìº [³=¸à ¹\t¡
"UãA¡à¹ A¡ì¹>, t¡ì¤ t¡àÒà íyA¡à[ºA¡ ¹\t¡[>ìÈì‹¹ [¤¹ç¡‡ý¡ ÒÒüÚà
š[Øl¡ì¤? ët¡à³à¹ l¡üv¡ì¹¹ ÎšìÛ¡ ™å[v¡û¡ šøƒà> A¡¹¡ú


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( OR / "=¤à )

2. (a) What are the arguments behind the thesis that both
validity and invalidity are intrinsic properties of cognition?

(b) How does Kuma-rila Bhaţţa  refute the aforementioned

position? 4+6

2. (A¡) šøà³ào¸ &¤} "šøà³ào¸ l¡ü®¡ÚÒü `¡àì>¹ Ñ¬Kt¡ ‹³¢ — &Òü¹ê¡š
t¡ìw¹ šÆW¡àìt¡ A¡ã¹ê¡š ™å[v¡û¡ [¤ƒ¸³à>?

(J) Aå¡³à[¹º ®¡j¡ A¡ã¹ê¡ìš l¡üš™¢åv¡û¡ šÛ¡[i¡ [>¹àA¡¹o A¡[¹Úàìá>?

3. (a) What is anadhyavasa-ya?

(b) Can anadhyavasa-ya be included in sam. śaya? Give
reasons.

(c) How many kinds of anadhyavasa-ya are there? Explain
in detail the different views regarding the nature of
anadhyavasa-ya. 2+2+6

3. (A¡) ">‹¸¤ÎàÚ A¡àÒàìA¡ ¤ìº?

(J) ">‹¸¤ÎàÚìA¡ [A¡ Î}ÅìÚ¹ "”z®å¢¡v¡û¡ A¡¹à ÎUt¡ ÒÚ? ™å[v¡û¡
šøƒà> A¡¹¡ú

(K) ">‹¸¤ÎàìÚ¹ A¡Ú[i¡ šøA¡à¹ [¤ƒ¸³à>? ">‹¸¤ÎàìÚ¹ Ñ¬¹ê¡š
[¤ÈìÚ [¤[®¡Ä ³t¡ [¤Åìƒ "àìºàW¡>à A¡¹¡ú

( OR / "=¤à )

4. (a) Do the Pra-bha-kara philosophers think that the snake
appearing in a so-called snake-rope illusion, is an object
of a perceptual cognition? Discuss.

(b) Does Vidyāraņya  accept the Pra-bha-kara account of

illusion? Discuss. 5+5

4. (A¡) šøà®¡àA¡¹ ƒàÅ¢[>A¡Ko [A¡ ³ì> A¡ì¹> ë™, t¡=àA¡[=t¡ ¹ðå-
Îš¢Ñ‚ìº šøt¡ãÚ³à> Îš¢ šøt¡¸Û¡`¡àì>¹ [¤ÈÚ? "àìºàW¡>à A¡¹¡ú

(J) °³Ñ‚ìº¹ šø®¡àA¡¹Î´¶t¡ ¤¸àJ¸à [A¡ [¤ƒ¸à¹o¸ Ñ¬ãA¡à¹ A¡[¹ì¤>?
"àìºàW¡>à A¡¹¡ú

5. Why does Viśvanātha  think that vipratipatti, expressed in

words like ‘is sound eternal or not’, cannot be regarded as a

cause of doubt? Discuss after Siddhāntamuktāvalī . 5

5. [¤Å¬>à= ëA¡> ³ì> A¡[¹Úàìá> ë™, ‘Åì¦à [>t¡¸ > ¤à’ &Òü¹ê¡š
Å¦àuA¡ [¤šø[t¡š[v¡ Î}ÅìÚ¹ ëÒtå¡ ÒÒüìt¡ šàì¹ >à? [Î ‡ý¡à ”z³åv¡û¡à¤ºã
"¤º´¬ì> "àìºàW¡>à A¡¹¡ú

( OR / "=¤à )

6. Explain, following Viśvanātha, the definition of aprama-. How

can you distinguish it from niścaya? 3+2

6. [¤Å¬>à=ìA¡ ">åÎ¹o A¡[¹Úà "šø³à¹ ºÛ¡o ¤¸àJ¸à A¡¹¡ú ÒüÒàìA¡
A¡ã¹ê¡ìš tå¡[³ [>ÆW¡Ú ÒÒüìt¡ šõ=A¡ A¡[¹ì¤?
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