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Subject Code : ARTS/PHIL/UG/MAJOR/TH/12/103

(INTRODUCTION TO WESTERN PHILOSOPHY)

Time : Two Hours Use separate scripts for two groups. Full Marks : 30
Group - A
CO1: 1 Whatis the argument from illusion and how is it used by philosophers to distinguish between
appearance and reality? Answer with reference to philosophers, A. J. Ayer and Bertrand Russell.

How does Jonathan Dancy clarify this argument? 8+2=10
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2. With reference to Plato’s Allegory of the Cave, give a critical account of Plato’s Theory of Forms. 10
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CO3: 3. What, in your opinion, is the greatest shortcoming of Cartesian Dualism and Why? 5
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4. Do you think that Berkeley’s ‘esse est percipi’ is a form of naive realism? Think and answer.
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Group - B
Why did Descartes start his philosophical enquiry with doubt? What are the grounds on which

Descartes’ doubt is based? How did he formulate the criterion of truth? 2+4+4
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What are the criteria of a priori knowledge, according to Kant? How does Kant distinguish
between analytic a priori and synthetic a priori knowledge? Explain in this connection the nature

of the proposition “7+5=12". 2+4+4
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What is the principle of utility ? Briefly discuss Mill’s notion of happiness. 243
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Briefly Explain Hume’s copy principle. 5
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